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plans. The poor would sign up with one of
these plans to get health benefits.

The GOP proposal would block grant Med-
icaid payments to state governments, which
could then set up their own delivery sys-
tems.

The Clinton administration has also made
a fuss over changes to Medicaid’s long-term
care program. At one point, the GOP planned
to overhaul federal nursing home standards,
replacing detailed standards with broad
goals to be enforced at the state level.

But as governor of Arkansas, Clinton had
proposed similar changes. In fact, in 1989,
Clinton joined 47 other governors to urge an
end to federal ‘‘micromanagement’’ of nurs-
ing homes.

Clinton complained that restricting eligi-
bility for long-term care would throw 300,000
old folks onto the street. Of course, he had
already tightened eligibility as part of his
1993 budget.

The goal then: ‘‘Restrict further the di-
verting of property to qualify for Medicaid,’’
according to the administration’s 1993 budg-
et blueprint.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, what we
have today is the President agreeing
with us on the 7-year balanced budget,
using CBO number. I think eventually
when the President looks at the dif-
ference between his Medicare Program
and Medicare and Medicaid and all the
other programs, he really should ac-
cept the balanced budget of 1995.

f

STAND ON THE SIDE OF
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentlewoman from Texas
[Ms. JACKSON-LEE] is recognized during
morning business for 2 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE. Mr. Speaker, in
World War II, my grandmother sent
three of her sons off to World War. My
father, the youngest one, remained at
home with the promise of an aspiring
artist, someone who would work and
support the family, and he got an op-
portunity to be a commercial artist for
a period of time.

Then the returning soldiers came
home, most of whom did not look like
my father. And so he was relieved of
his job on the basis of the color of his
skin.

Listening to that story and watching
him work all those years in jobs that
did not compare to his capabilities, I
promised myself that I would always
stand on the side of opportunity for all
men and women, no matter what their
race, their religion, or their ethnic
background.

So when we came upon this crisis
here in this country, shutting down the
Government not just hurting Federal
workers but for hurting Americans,
800,000 that had faces and lives and
families, I promised that I would not
leave this House floor, never would I
leave it because I was going to stand on
the side of opportunity for Americans.

I am glad to be a freshman who came
here on the basis of reform and change
and not to simply talk about partisan
politics and discuss who is a Repub-
lican and who is a Democrat, but sim-

ply who stands for those who need an
opportunity.

I am very proud that the Democrats
started out early in the week and said
we need to come together, we need to
understand that this battle of the
budget is not something about 7 years
or 10 years, it is about humanity and
people. It is about understanding Medi-
care and Medicaid, it is about my
grandmother, who died before she was
able to fully accept the privileges of
having worked all her life and have
good health care.

So we stayed here. My freshman
Democratic class argued on the House
floor Friday night that we should not
leave until this problem was resolved.
And we did not leave here Saturday or
Sunday because we knew there was an
opportunity for compromise and rec-
onciliation, not for the scorekeepers
but for the American people.

And so proudly as we stayed here
Saturday, when the vote showed 361 to
32 voted to stay, but because, maybe,
the Speaker had to get off the back of
the plane, rather than respect the will
of the House and stay in session. The
Republicans were instructed to leave in
droves. It was the Democrats who
stayed here to compromise on a docu-
ment that has captured the real spirit
of what Americans want.

We have got a good CR. We have got
a continuing resolution, but we have
got one for the people. We have got one
that provides for Medicaid and edu-
cation and agriculture and national de-
fense and veterans and the environ-
ment.

We have a continuing resolution [CR] that
promises a balanced budget in 7 years which
I will vote for. However this CR also has the
opportunity now, through the President’s and
Democratic negotiations of listing priorities like
education, Medicare, Medicaid, the environ-
ment among others which should be protected
by which the budget process is to be guided.
Now we can craft a new balanced budget with
the right priorities. Let us continue to provide
opportunities for Americans.
f

SENIOR CITIZENS’ RIGHT TO WORK
ACT OF 1995

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Kentucky
[Mr. BUNNING] is recognized during
morning business for 3 minutes.

Mr. BUNNING of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I rise this afternoon with a
very simple message for the senior citi-
zens of America. To the senior citizens
of America I say, you have not been
forgotten by this Congress.

Republicans in this Congress have
not forgotten the promise that we
made to you to raise the unfair Social
Security earnings limit imposed on
those who want to remain productive
after age 65.

Later today I will introduce the Sen-
ior Citizens’ Right to Work Act of 1995.
My bill will raise the earnings limit
from the current $11,280 to $30,000 a
year by the year 2002. As chairman of

the Social Security Subcommittee I
want hard-working seniors to know
that we will keep our promise. This
time, we will raise the earnings limit.

First, immediately after Thanks-
giving my subcommittee will take ac-
tion on this legislation. Then, the es-
teemed chairman of the Ways and
Means Committee, Mr. ARCHER—him-
self a champion of legislation to raise
the earnings limit for over two dec-
ades—has promised that the Ways and
Means Committee will act.

Finally, the majority leader himself
has promised that the House will act
on this legislation just as soon as the
committee has finished its work.

My bill will fully preserve the finan-
cial integrity of the Social Security
trust fund. That is important to tomor-
row’s retirees—our children and grand-
children. We must make sure that So-
cial Security will be there for them as
well.

And, with the help of the gentleman
from Illinois [Mr. HASTERT], who has
worked so hard on this issue, there is
no question in my mind that it will sail
through the House.

And I have the word of the champion
of this legislation in the other body,
the Senator from Arizona, that it will
enjoy the same speedy action in the
Senate.

Finally, in ‘‘Putting People First,’’
the President also pledged his support
to raising the earnings limit.

To my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle I say, Christmas is coming. Let us
give America’s seniors something they
want and need.

Let us raise the unfair Social Secu-
rity earnings limit and give hard-work-
ing seniors the best Christmas present
of all. I urge all of my colleagues to
support this bill, and if you would like
to cosponsor this legislation—call my
office at Social Security subcommit-
tee.

f

FACES BEHIND THE NUMBERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Michigan
[Mr. LEVIN] is recognized during morn-
ing business for 2 minutes.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, there are
many key lessons of the last week. A
key one is that we must have a bal-
anced budget. Americans also care
deeply about how it is done. They do
want us to focus on the overall budget
numbers.

They also want us to look at the
faces behind those numbers, at the
faces of 70 percent of Michigan seniors
with annual incomes less than $15,000
who would be hurt by doubling Medi-
care premiums as proposed by the ma-
jority; the faces of seniors who would
lose quality care and choice of provider
if hospital reimbursements were so
drastically reduced as originally pro-
posed, and those with private insurance
to whom these costs would be shifted;
at the faces of 8 million working people
whose taxes would be raised by the
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